
1. Authentic Faith Crosses all Boundaries & Backgrounds 

a. From a Samaritan woman with a colorful past (and present) to a nobleman seeking help 

for his son, Jesus is available to all who believe. 

i. Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

b. The Gospel message is for all people 

i. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 

c. The Authentic Believer tells All People 

i. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 

of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

d. Jew, Samaritan, Noble Class, Government figure, etc. 

e. Verse 49, “He urged no merit, but pleaded the misery of the case. He did not plead that 

the boy was of noble birth — that would have been very bad pleading with Jesus; nor 

did he urge that he was a lovely child — that would have been a sorry argument; but he 

pleaded that he was at the point of death. His extremity was his reason for urgency: the 

child was at death’s door; therefore his father begs that mercy’s door may open.” 

(Spurgeon) 

f. Verse 49, Sin is the great equalizer. We ALL need a Savior from our affliction (SIN) 

i. “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23 

ii. “Christ died for our sins” 1 Corinthians 15:3 

2. Authentic Faith has a Missional Mindset 

a. The “woman’s testimony” (vs 39) 

i. Many Samaritans believed 

ii. She planted the seed 

b. The people believed in the “Savior of the World” (vs 42) 

i. not just “my Savior” or Savior of the wealthy, Jew, etc. 

c. The nobleman led “all his household” (vs 52) 

i. The man did not just “take the win” of his son being healed and move on with 

his life. He stayed following Christ and declared that his family would as well! 

d. “Christ met unbelievers where they were. He realized what many Christians today still 

don't seem to understand. Cultivators have to get out in the field. According to one 

count, the gospels record 132 contacts that Jesus had with people. Six were in the 

Temple, four in the synagogues and 122 were out with the people in the mainstream of 

life.” Author J.K. Johnston 

e. Pastor John taught us last week from earlier in John 4 on excuses for not sharing the 

Gospel. Here is what Ron Hutchcraft has to say about “Why people don't witness: 1. 

90% have failed in witnessing attempts in the past 2. The are biblically illiterate 3. They 

leave it to the professionals 4. We shouldn't impose our faith on others” -Ron Hutchcraft 

i. Romans 8:9, “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 

not belong to him.” 



ii. Authentic Faith understands that it isn’t about us and our “success” of 

witnessing, knowledge of theology, qualifications by profession, or forcefulness 

of religion. It’s about us being a new creation in Christ where the spirit of Christ 

pours out from us! 

iii. You are able to reach people that others can’t! 

3. Authentic Faith knows the love of Jesus and acts on it 

a. (Knows) Vs 39, “He told me all that I ever did.” 

i. This was her recognizing that even though Jesus knew all my failures and sin, He 

loved me! 

b. (Acts on it) Vs 40, “He stayed there two days” 

i. He stayed in a place He was supposed to avoid. 

ii. He walked the walk! 

c. Ephesians 3:17-19, “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 

that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

d. John 13:35, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” 

4. Authentic Faith hears the Lord and responds with continued belief 

a. (Hears) Vs 42, “We have heard for ourselves” 

i. Personal connection with Jesus made them truly believe 

ii. It is only through Jesus can one have salvation 

iii. It wasn’t curiosity, it was commitment. (They weren’t just curious about Jesus; 

they were now committed.) 

b. vs 50, “the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way” 

i. the man must take Jesus at His word as there was no outward show of the 

miraculous. The man had to leave trusting in His word. 

ii. Cana to Capernaum is 16.47 miles, or under a 6 hour walk. 

iii. Verse 52, “The nobleman was so sure that that his child was alive and well, that 

he was in no violent hurry to return. He did not go home immediately, as 

though he must be in time to get another doctor, if Christ had not succeeded; 

but he went his way leisurely and calmly, confident in the truth of what Jesus 

had said to him.” (Spurgeon) 

c. Not an emotional high but a response to the truth Jesus proclaimed. 

i. Vs 50-52, the man responds to the truth, not reacts to the emotion. 

ii. “We can’t trust Jesus unless we understand truth about Him.” David Platt 

d. Not just intrigued by signs and wonders 

i. Vs 48, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe” 

ii. Israel saw signs and wonders and even heard God’s voice, yet they didn’t 

believe. 

iii. We must seek the TRUTH of Jesus 

e. Jesus is… 

i. The Word (John 1:1) 

ii. Lamb of God (1:29, 1:36) 



iii. Son of God (1:34) 

iv. Rabbi (1:38) 

v. Messiah (1:41) 

vi. King of Israel (1:49) 

vii. Son of Man (1:51) 

f. Both the Samaritans and the nobleman continued to believe. It wasn’t a one-time event 

of belief. 

i. Authentic Faith continues believing. 


