
Read John 7:53-8:11 

I. The Struggle with Authority 

a. We struggle with having authority. 

i. We tend to abuse the power that is given to us or we want more! 

ii. We think we have power we don’t actually have.  

1. Judging others sin when we sin the same way. 

a. Upset at others for speeding but we are speeding too. 

b. Stealing time from work but upset at others for stealing money 

from work. 

2. So many of the words of our mouths and thoughts in our heads are that 

of declaring something we don’t have the authority to declare. 

b. We struggle with others having authority. (We don’t like someone telling us what to do.) 

i. People declaring things that they do not have the authority to declare (which is 

what we are guilty of as well!) 

ii. Politics/Election 

iii. The only election that continually and primarily makes a difference is the 

election we face every moment of every day. Are we putting God our ourselves 

on the throne of our lives? 

c. This doesn’t mean that we don’t need to be involved in politics, accountability, 

correction of others, etc. However, let’s use today’s passage to guide how we are 

supposed to treat others, show compassion, and view authority. 

II. 1st Housekeeping item: Authenticity of Passage 

a. Ancient Manuscripts 

i. 1 of 6 contain this passage 

ii. 5 of 6 Omit it 

iii. 2 others leave a blank space here 

iv. Others have it in Luke and another at the END of John 

v. Many Scholars agree on its authenticity but dispute its chronology. 

b. Translators ask 4 questions when coming to passages like this 

i. Do these verses teach truths that violate other scriptures? NO 

ii. Do these verses corroborate other scripture and substantiate it? YES 

iii. Do these scriptures fit all that we know of the person and nature of Christ? YES 

iv. Is there definitive and conclusive evidence that these verses should be omitted? 

NO 

III. 2nd Housekeeping Item: Jesus’ Stance on Adultery 

a. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 

her in his heart.” Matthew 5:27-28 

b. “[Jesus] said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. 

What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” Matthew 19:5-6 

c. Jesus was very clear on sin and adultery being classified a sin. Today’s passage does not 

contradict His stance but it highlights His grace.  

IV. Notice Jesus’ Blend of Compassion with Authority 



a. Verses 3-6a: A Trap is Set 

i. They brought a woman to him with the intent of trapping him, not because they 

wanted to uphold the law (“They said this to trap him” verse 6) 

ii. 1) If he condemned her, He would lose favor with the common people. 2) If He 

did not, He would be disagreeing with Moses. 

iii. Obviously, the scribes and Pharisees did not want to stone her; they wanted to 

stone Him. If they had been sincere about following the Law, why didn’t they 

bring the man also? 

1. Leviticus 20:10, “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his 

neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to 

death.” 

b. Verse 6b-9: A Compassionate Response of Authority 

i. Jesus doesn’t even acknowledge the woman. He causes her no added shame. 

He addresses the accusers by writing in the ground. (Compassion) 

1. What was Jesus writing? One view comes from Jeremiah 17:13 which 

reads, “O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be put to 

shame; those who turn away from you shall be written in the earth, for 

they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living water.”  

a. He may have been writing the names of the accusers in the sand 

WITH the name of the woman. 

b. He may have been writing the sins of the accusers next to their 

names. (Authority) 

c. This also fits with what Jesus was just teaching about Living 

Water (chapter 7)! 

d. Dr. Julie Barrier says this, “the priest was required to stoop 

down and write the law that had been broken, along with the 

names of the accused, in the dust of the floor of the Temple 

[actually, the priest could write the law and the names 

anywhere, as long as the marks were not permanent -- and the 

dust of the floor of the Temple was the most commonplace].” 

i. Jesus was speaking the language of the accusers so they 

would understand. 

2. Verse 7: Notice the requirement for judging another — sinlessness. 

Jesus is putting His cross between the woman and her sin. He did not 

come to judge. He came to save (John 3:17)  

a. He had the authority to respond this way because He came to 

save (John 3:17), He came to take away the sin of the world 

(John 1:29), and He did it with Grace (John 1:14).  

b. “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.” Matthew 28:18 

c. Heaven can give that authority because “there is no authority 

except from God.” Romans 13:1 

ii. He deals with the sins of the accusers as only He could (Authority) 



c. Jesus was not only showing the woman compassion or only teaching her. Everyone their 

had sin that needed to be addressed and they could’ve faced it and received the same 

message she did. But instead, they went away. 

V. Personal Application 

a. There is no sin too big! 

i. Jesus forgives all! 

1. Jesus’ sacrifice was “once for all.” His sacrifice will never be repeated 

because His death was sufficient to cover all sin. 

2. “He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for 

his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for 

all when he offered up himself.” Hebrews 7:27 

3. “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are 

being sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14 

ii. Jesus requires repentance. 

1. “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” Verse 

11 

2. The pull of sin is still on us. Sin will still creep in. But each time it 

happens, we can come before our Savior and be reminded of His 

forgiveness. 

b. There is no shame too heavy! 

i. Surrounded by Scribes and Pharisees in a public announcement of your sin with 

Jesus standing in front of her. How embarrassing!? 

ii. Jesus responds with grace that covers her disgrace. 

iii. He shows her the reason to stop sinning, not a license to keep sinning. 

iv. In the midst of this shameful moment, Jesus says “Neither do I condemn you.” 

(verse 11) 

c. There is no Savior but Jesus! 

i. None of the people gathered could judge, condemn, or forgive. 

ii. Only Jesus has that authority. Only Jesus has that love. 

iii. “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 

 

In Christ alone 

My hope is found 

He is my life, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone , this solid rock 

Firm through the fierces, drought and storm 

What heights of Love, what depths of Peace 

When fears are stilled, when Strivings cease! 

My comforter, my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 



Fulness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of Love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as jesus died 

The wrath of god was satisfied; 

For every sin on him was laid 

Here in the depth of Christ I live 

There in the ground , His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This the pow'r of Christ in me 

From life's first cry, to final braeth 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till he returns or call me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand ..... 

Till he returns or call me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand ..... 

Till he returns or call me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand ..... 

Till he returns or call me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand ..... 


