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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Introduction – Sunday, April 19, 2020 

Who wrote it? 

• John, the son of Zebedee 

• He and his older brother James were given the name, “The Sons of Thunder” 

by Jesus, denoting their zeal and passion to get things done, like asking for 

permission to call down fire from heaven on a Samaritan village that rejected 

Jesus. The word “thunder” is translated “commotion”. 

• He was probably a disciple of John the Baptist first. 

 

When was it written? 

• Probably a decade or more after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

 

Why another Gospel after three were already available? 

John’s Gospel is not meant to be a biography; it is a specific selection of moments from 

the life of Jesus, each chosen to present a distinct doctrinal purpose.  

John 20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book;  

 

• There is nothing in it about Christ's birth  

• nothing about His baptism 

• nothing about His selection of His Apostles 

• There is scarcely anything about the facts of His outward life at all.  

• There is scarcely a word about the whole of His ministry in Galilee.  

• There is not one of His parables 

• there are only seven of His miracles before the Resurrection 

• there is scarcely any of His ethical teaching 

• there is not a word about the Lord's Supper.  

• Nearly half of it is taken up with the incidents of one week at the end of His life, 

and the incidents of and after the Resurrection.  

 

What was the distinct doctrinal purpose? 

John 20:31 …but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

John picked out facts which would represent Jesus Christ to us in two ways: 
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1. as the Christ, the Fulfiller of all the expectations and promises of the Old 

Covenant.  

2. as the Son of God.  

• One of these titles is a name of office, the other a name of nature;  

• One Name declares that He had come to be, and to do, everything which 

the spiritual types and prophecies and promises of the Old Testament had 

spoken. 

• The other Name declares that He was Deity, 'the Eternal Word,' which 'in the 

beginning was with God and was God,' and came in the flesh full of grace 

and truth.. 

These are the facts of John’s purpose, written under the direct and perfect influence of 

the Holy Spirit: 

• to proclaim to us that Jesus is the Messiah spoken of in the Old Testament,  

• and that Jesus came as God in human flesh to save the world from its sin and 

offer eternal life.  

These facts shape all the teaching of this Gospel. 

 

But declaring the facts of Jesus was not the complete purpose. 

Believing the facts is John’s ultimate objective.  

What good are facts if they are not believed? 

 

1. What does it mean to believe? 

a.  Belief is not opinion! 

b. Belief is more than intellectual assent to facts. 

c. Belief has three stages: 

i. To acknowledge something or someone as true 

ii. To trust something or someone as true 

iii. To act according to truth 

d. To believe “in” is different than to believe “on” 

i. John 3:16 – “believe in Him” Greek preposition “in” means to 

establish a new position, unlike our English use of the term “in” to 

indicate a general knowledge of something. 

ii. Example:  Belief in airplanes – that they exist, or belief “in” airplanes 

by getting in one. 

 

2. What do we need to believe? 
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a. That Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. 

i. That He would crush the head of the serpent. (Genesis 3:15) 

ii. That He would bear the iniquities of mankind and sacrifice His life 

for them. (Isaiah 53) 

iii. That he would reign on the throne of David as King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords. (Psalm 2) 

iv. That He would restore all things corrupted by sin and bring eternal 

peace and glory. 

b. That Jesus is the Son of God. 

i. Not a created son, but the Son of creation. 

ii. Not a god, but the Eternal I AM. Seven times in John’s Gospel Jesus 

declares His identity with I AM statements. 

iii. Not a good word, or the word of God, but GOD the WORD. 

c. John presented a threefold proof of Christ’s identity:  

i. our Lord's works; we see Jesus performing miracles 

ii. our Lord's walk; we watch Him living a perfect life in the midst of His 

enemies; 

iii. and our Lord's words; we hear Him speaking words that only God 

could speak. 

 

3. Why do we need to believe? 

a. So that we may find LIFE. 

i. John 1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

ii. If we need life, then the implication is that without Jesus we are 

dead. 

1.  "And you hath He quickened [made alive, resurrected] who 

were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1).  

2. Salvation is not resuscitation; it is resurrection to new life.  

a. John 5:24  Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my 

word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. 

He does not come into judgment, but has passed 

from death to life.  

3.  The lost sinner is not sick or weak; he is dead. But LIFE is 

available in Jesus. 

iii. Jesus offers sinners abundant life and eternal life; and the only way 

they can get it is through personal faith in Him. 

iv. This life comes "through His name." What is His name? JESUS. JESUS.  

Say it with me. JESUS.  
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v. JESUS – SAVIOR – SHEPHERD – SUSTAINER – JESUS. 

vi. There’s something about that name! 

 

 

 


